
The family values of faith, hard work, dependability, and loyalty that are so 
much a part of the lives of those who live in rural America certainly have 
left a mark on Dan Rinke. Having moved to a working farm just north of 
Capac, Michigan at the age of six, Dan quickly came to know the values that 
have for so long been a part of the American landscape. At a young age, Dan 
experienced God’s call on his life and while an undergraduate student at the 
University of Michigan he responded to God’s invitation to live single for the 
Lord as a Servant of the Word. 

Dan later completed an MBA at Eastern Michigan University and has served 
as our regional financial controller for the past 11 years. He certainly is not 
one to shirk work responsibilities and he can often be found working into the 
night diligently preparing financial accounts for upcoming audits. Making 
sense out of the numbers, analyzing financial data, and paying the bills keeps 
Dan busy whether it is at his office at the Brotherhood Center in Chelsea, 

Michigan or his home office in Lansing. During his busy day, Dan can regularly be found mid-day away from his 
desk where he oftentimes takes a few moments in prayer, remembering close friends, brothers, and relatives. Some of 
the people for whom he prays also receive neighborly visits from Dan who considers it his responsibility to regularly 
check on them to make sure they are doing well.

Dan has also worked many years with the youth of our Sword of the Spirit communities. Mindful of the values he has 
learned growing up while at Rinke Farms, he has worked tirelessly over the years serving in formative and character 
challenging environments in such venues as Ranch Challenge, Kairos Fellowship, and the Lansing-based Work of 
Christ youth group called CYA (Christian Youth in Action). He has enjoyed many a mountain view while on the 
hiking trail and especially finds enjoyment landing trout from those mountain streams and lakes. 

Anyone who has worked alongside Dan can attest to his dedication and faithfulness to complete the task at hand. 
Many young peoples’ lives have been enriched by having Dan involved in them. The young are encouraged to stay on 
the right track, those just getting started in adult life have received financial guidance 
and insights, and those more mature among us have been inspired by Dan’s daily 
witness. Those who live with Dan know that if there is something in the house that 
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needs to be amended, Dan either already knows about it or is in the process of doing something about it.

Stuart Ferguson says, “Dan is one of the most conscientious, detail-oriented, and trustworthy men with whom I 
have worked. These characteristics make him a key member of The Servants of the Word financial staff and man in 
whom I have great confidence. Over the years I have considered whether there was someone else I would rather have 
working for me and have always concluded that Dan is the brother I would most want serving in this capacity.”

Dan is now taking a couple months away on a well-deserved sabbatical enjoying a needed rest from his many duties 
and responsibilities. You can be sure that his time away will include refreshing time with family members, brothers, 
and friends and will offer numerous opportunities for hiking many miles of Southwestern trails and enjoying the 
breathtaking vistas they offer. 

         —Mike Kramer

Dear Family and Friends,

Happy Easter! 

In this issue of our newsletter we are happy to introduce to you Dan Rinke, one of the 
stalwarts of The Servant of the Word brotherhood in North America. We will also treat 
you to stories about a gathering of our affiliates—those investigating a longer term 
commitment to the life and mission of The Servants of the Word! We hope you will enjoy 
reading these articles!

I would like to share with you a couple more stories.  On March 17 of this year, while 
I was visiting The Servants of the Word brothers in the United Kingdom, a 23-year-old 
professional soccer player, Fabrice Muamba, suffered a cardiac arrest while playing 

a game in England. For 48 minutes medics tried unsuccessfully to revive Muamba as they rushed him to a London 
hospital. After another 30 minutes the young man’s heart started beating again after receiving 15 electric shocks. “In 
effect, he was dead in that time,” said the cardiologist in the hospital. Today Muamba is on his way to recovery and 
exhibits none of the effects one would expect of someone whose heart had stopped for well over an hour. A doctor who 
attended to Muamba on the field said the young man’s recovery could be described as nothing less than “miraculous.” 

This is an incredible story! It brings joy to Muamba’s family, friends and fans. It brings bewilderment and amazement 
to those of the medical field. It brings hope to others who are suffering from heart disease and other life threatening 
illnesses. A man who had been dead for 78 minutes is alive once more.

Slightly over 2,000 years ago another young man, 33-year-old Jesus of Nazareth, died. He had succumbed to 
execution—a gruesome death brought about by being nailed to a cross. After his death a Roman soldier went a step 
further and pierced his heart with a lance. There was no reviving him. His friends and his mother buried this man Jesus 
in a tomb carved out of stone. On the third day after his death, however, Jesus rose again to full life!

An even more incredible story! It brought joy to his mother, his friends and followers. It brought bewilderment and 
amazement to all who witnessed it or were made aware of it. It brings hope to all of us who live now but will one day 
die. Jesus lived a life without falling to sin. He therefore overcame the power of death! Unlike Fabrice Muamba, Jesus 
will never die again! In addition, we who follow him now look forward to sharing that everlasting resurrection. We too 
will rise to new life and we, through Jesus, will never die again! 

Yes, happy Easter!  It gives me great pleasure to greet you on this feast and season of great joy!
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The Idea
With our nine affiliates scattered across the North American continent, we have had precious few ways of getting 
our younger brothers together in a regular way. We decided at the beginning of the year that we would aim to have 
an affiliates’ retreat and an affiliates’ mission trip (which will take place in May 2012). In addition, we decided to 
invite a set of young men in our various university outreaches to join the affiliates’ retreat to get a bit of a feel for our 
Servants of the Word life together and to meet some of their peers who are affiliates.

The Setting
In early January 2012 we gathered for four days of retreat: sixteen young 
men, three brothers from our formation house, and four lifelong brothers. 
We were fortunate and blessed to be able to use a stately vacation rental 
home called the “Rock of Ages” located on the southern shores of Lake 
Erie. 

What We Did
The retreat was dynamic, to fit the zeal and energy of our younger 
brothers! We began the retreat at our brotherhood center in Chelsea, 
Michigan and then drove to the Rock of Ages in the late afternoon of the 
first day. We then spent 2 full days of retreat with some engaging teaching 
in the morning, and afternoons open for fellowship, recreation, and 
personal reflection. In the evenings we had some prayer together in small 
groups and some more fellowship. (In early January in the US, that word 
often hides the more secular reality: we did watch some American college 
football games together!) Then on the last day, holding to our dynamic 
pattern, we packed up after morning prayer and drove back together to 
Chelsea for an afternoon of work together on the property. Felling trees, 
hauling and splitting logs, and burning wood were fairly excellent men’s 
activities.
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Our affiliates’ retreat group at the Rock of Ages.

Will Cannon playing the mandolin.
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The combination of fellowship, good prayer together, and relevant teaching made for an outstanding retreat. My 
observation, as one who relates a lot to younger men, is that this kind of “more active” retreat is an effective winning 
environment for newer affiliates and for non-affiliates.

One of the brothers in training, Joseph Mathias, writes perspicaciously: “Perhaps the greatest benefit of the retreat 
is that it strengthens the affiliates’ support for each other in an environment that they “own” a bit more as young 
men. This alone made it a worthwhile undertaking, if a little hectic for those of us doing the “Triple Crown” of the 
Christmas, Affiliates’, and UCO Winter retreats.  I hope we can continue to serve our younger brothers in this way 
during the coming years.”

I am deeply grateful for the chance to be able to work alongside my brothers in The Servants of the Word to put on 
this retreat – how good and pleasant it is when brothers work together!

                      —Nico Angleys
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WE APPRECIATE YOUR HELP
The Servants of the Word gets its support through the financial earnings of the brothers as well as by do-
nations from our benefactors. Many of our brothers work for sacrificial wages or for no pay at all. Please  
consider if you can become a financial sponsor of The Servants of the Word. Your prayers and support are appreci-
ated in our work with young people and our community development work.

THE SERVANTS OF THE WORD
P.O. Box 7087  •  Ann Arbor, Michigan 48107  •  U.S.A.  •  Tel: (734) 475-3550

www.servantsoftheword.org
ALL DONATIONS TO THE SERVANTS OF THE WORD ARE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE IN THE UNITED STATES AND 

MAY BE GIFT-AIDED IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.
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