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Building a Strong Friendship
Between Servants of the Word
and YMCA Munich

A Report from Michi Schoberl

This past spring, in an unusual move, the Servants of the Word
household in Belfast accepted an invitation to join the Munich YMCA
for their Easter retreat in Berchtesgaden, Germany. The YMCA has
been a long-standing friend of The Sword of the Spirit and, thanks to
many mutual visits and to Martin Steinbereithner’s work in Germany,
the relationship has flourished especially over the last few years. In
contrast to most other YMCAs, Munich is somewhat extraordinary in
that the predominantly Protestant group lives a community life that is
very similar to community life in The Sword of the Spirit.

Dave Quintana (right)
speaks at the YMCA.

The retreat itself was a four-day event, beginning on the morning

of Good Friday and finishing on Easter Monday. It was attended by
about five hundred members of the YMCA — and seven brothers from Belfast. However, had one not known
these numbers, one could have thought there were as many brothers present as people from the YMCA, such
was the welcome and the time on or beside the stage we were offered. Martin Steinbereithner and Bruce

Yocum gave talks, Dave Quintana and Doug Smith offered brief reflections, and everybody was interviewed at
least once on stage. In addition, we were able to offer a workshop about living single for the Lord, which was
attended by more than 20 men. Between sessions, of course, there were plenty of opportunities to meet with new
or old friends over good Bavarian food and drink.

All in all, the time in Berchtesgaden was quite anointed. First, we were blessed by the tremendous hospitality of
the YMCA and by the fervor with which they live a call very similar to our own. Then it was a time to witness
to the life God has given us in our brotherhood, especially the aspect of living single for the sake of the Lord.
And finally, it was a chance to renew and deepen friendships in Christ and to experience something of a spiritual
kinship with our brothers and sisters in Munich.

This anointing on our relationship with the YMCA can also be seen in what initially might have seemed a rather
unhelpful development for me as an affiliate in the Servants of the Word household in Belfast, namely my being
drafted at the last minute into Zivildienst (nine months of social service required of young men in Germany
who choose not to serve in the army). The YMCA has recognized places for young men to fulfill their service
requirement, and one of these places was offered to me. Thus, I have been living in Munich since February,
working for the YMCA, building relationships, getting to know another community, and hopefully giving

witness to what God has given us as Servants of the Word.
Continued on page 2



A Full Summer Ushers in a New Season

Beloved family and friends of The Servants of the Word,

The heat of summer has given way to the bright, cool, sunny days of autumn here
in Michigan, as our brothers (both here and in some other regions of The Servants
of the Word) are gearing up for a new school year of outreach work on university
campuses and with high school students. Ended for this year are summer mission
trips, summer conferences, and formative summer university outreach household
all of which, once again, had life-changing impact upon the young people who tool
part in them, as well as on the many people whom they were able to serve.

Toward the end of the summer, we celebrated the full (one year, renewable) )
commltments of six men who have completed the most active part of their process of formation and discernment in ‘
the life of our brotherhood. Our fully-committed men are a great blessing to The Servants of the Word. While they

L have not yet made their lifelong promises, they understand their one-year full commitment as clear and serious,

and as a purposeful step toward a lifelong promise. These brothers participate fully in the internal life of The

~ Servants of the Word, and the importance of their role in our mission, especially among young people, is immense

Normally, a young man will make and renew this one-year commitment at least three times before he is eligible
to make his lifelong promise. Among these six brothers who made or renewed their commitments recently, Brian
Laba and Brian Lal.onde (from the United States) and Peter Legaspi and Marlon Castro (from the Philippines) are
now entering their third year of living the full commitment; Francisco Aguilar and Joaquin Cerda (from Mexico)
have just made the commitment for the first time. We take great delight in these young men whom the Lord has
“added to us over these past years.

& We also delight in you! We are deeply grateful to you for the love and support that you show to us in so many
ways. You are an enormous blessing from God to all of us. We love you! Be assured of our prayers for you, that this
' coming time may be filled with God’s presence and his grace in your lives. 4 ‘

In Christ,
John Keating
h L S

YMCA Munich continued from page 1

of

In July, David Quintana came to visit —
yet another chance to continue building
on the good relationships. “Q” was able
to meet with some of the leaders of the
YMCA, speak to a core group of members
as well as to the young adults group, and
lead an evening with members of my
household. The reception was once again
extraordinary and the time blessed. It will
be exciting to see what the future will
bring. 4
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The founder of The Servants of the Word,
Stephen B. Clark, was honored by leaders of
The Sword of the Spirit during the Interna-
tional Coordinators Meeting held in Santo
Domingo, Dominican Republic, in May
2008. The following brief overview of Steves
role in the development of covenant commu-
nity is adapted from a presentation given at
the main session in which he was honored.

Steve was born on June 1, 1940, in New
York City. He attended Bellerose Public
School on Long Island and then received a
scholarship to attend Peddie Boys School in
Hightstown, New Jersey.

In 1958 Steve began his university studies at
Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut,
intending to major in history. It was there,

in 1960, that he came to a more personal
faith as he looked to ground his life in the
truth. Reading about Christianity convinced
his intellect, but it was two books about
Francis of Assisi — The Little Flowers of
Saint Francis and The Mirror of Perfection
— that were key in bringing him to a personal
faith. In reading these books he saw that
being a Christian involved a living, personal
relationship with Jesus Christ: there was
more to faith than intellectual assent. Like
Francis, Steve quickly decided even more
was needed. Francis of Assisi had made

a decision to live as a radical disciple of
Christ. This call to radical discipleship
provided the vision for Steve to decide to
live single for the Lord and to call others to
serious personal discipleship.

While at Yale, Steve was also involved with
the Morehouse Catholic Chaplaincy. He
studied Catholicism in depth and decided to
be baptized. When Steve presented himself
for baptism, the priest quickly discovered
there was no need to teach him the catechism
— Steve had already studied it extensively.

The Catholic chaplaincy at Yale had what
they called a community, and it was, in part,
this attempt at community that began to form
the basis of Steve’s vision for building a

Stephen B. Clark:

A Vision for Christian Community

community of disciples on mission. He saw
that those who were involved in Christian
activities together grew in faith and holiness
while those who only attended church

on Sunday seemed to struggle with their
faith and often left the Church during their
college years.

After graduating from Yale in 1962, Steve
spent a year studying philosophy and
learning German on a Fulbright Scholarship
at the University of Freiburg in Germany. In
the autumn of 1963 he returned to the United
States and began to pursue a doctorate at the
University of Notre Dame.

At Notre Dame Steve connected immedi-
ately with the Cursillo Movement, a retreat-
based renewal movement he had previously
encountered as a summer missionary in
Latin America. Cursillo seemed like it might
be a vehicle for forming mission communi-
ties with an evangelical focus. At that time
Cursillo was only beginning in the United
States and according Cursillo’s rules, Steve
was still too young to attend or lead a retreat.

Nonetheless, he attended one in East Chi-
cago, Indiana. Two months later he helped
put on the first Cursillo retreat in South
Bend. In less than two years he was asked
to give the opening address at the National
Cursillo Convention in Kansas City and
asked to serve on the National Secretariat in
East Lansing.

Steve and the other young leaders of Cursillo
were also curious about the apparent spiritu-
al power found in Pentecostalism. They de-
cided to read The Cross and the Switchblade
and They Speak with Other Tongues, and so
were prepared by the Lord for what he was
about to do pouring out his Spirit anew.

Early in 1967 the charismatic renewal
erupted in the Catholic Church. Steve was
among those first to be “baptized in the Holy
Spirit.” He became one of renewal’s leading
spokesmen and authors, writing Baptized in
the Spirit and Spiritual Gifis, Finding New
Life in the Spirit, Growing in Faith, and
Knowing God'’s Will.

In the autumn of 1967 Steve, together with
Ralph Martin, Gerry Rauch, and Jim Cavnar,
moved to Ann Arbor. It was there that

the first charismatic covenant community
emerged. These four began a charismatic
prayer meeting that met on Thursday night
with a dozen people in an apartment above
Campus Corner Drug Store.

Bruce Yocum, one of those involved in the
beginnings of community, noted:

“We wanted something more that could
focus on our own relationships with one
another in Ann Arbor. So we started a
Monday night meeting in addition to the
Thursday meeting. God began to lead us
into something deeper. In the summer
of 1969 we began to receive prophecies
about ‘covenant.” We didn’t understand
this very well, so we started doing a
Scripture study on ‘covenant’ which led
pretty quickly to the idea of Christian
community. By the beginning of 1970,
we were talking about establishing a
community by making significant com-
mitments to one another. Among these
commitments were those made by the
men living single for the Lord as Ser-
vants of the Word. Steve was founding
a brotherhood of celibate men as part
of his vision for building a bulwark of
communities.”

From his time at the Morehouse Catholic
Chaplaincy at Yale, to his involvement
in Cursillo, and during the early days of
the charismatic renewal, Steve had been
developing his thoughts and vision for
Christian community. They provided the
basis for the book Building Christian
Communities.

Steve began writing Man and Woman in
Christ in the 1970s at the time when femi-
nism was front-page news, but this book is
about much more than the roles of men and
women. It also gives an assessment of the
contemporary state of the Christian people as
well as a vision for what it could be and the
means to make it happen. Steve completed
Man and Woman in Christ in 1980, and it
was selected by Christianity Today as one of
the significant books of the year in 1981.

In his forty years of leadership in the com-
munities movement, Steve has written more
than twenty books and several hundred ar-
ticles — and most importantly, he has taught
and discipled the main leaders of what is
today The Sword of the Spirit. It is his origi-
nal vision for evangelistic communities that
continues to form and shape the work today.

Steve Clark’s term as President of The
Sword of the Spirit will end in May 2009.

His leadership, we hope and pray, will con-
tinue many years thereafter. 4y

— Michael Shaughnessy
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Philippines

* Abyong Calo led a summer camp attended by 145
young adults of Ligaya ng Panginoon (The Joy of the
Lord community). He also brought ten community
youth on a mission trip in Singapore.

* Brothers in the Philippines once again organized a
Leaders’ Conference for Christ’s Youth in Action
(CYA) and Ang Lingkod ng Panginoon (The Servant
of the Lord). More than one hundred top youth
leaders and staff workers of these two young people’s
movements met in four days of teaching, planning, and
fellowship. This conference is an annual endeavor of
The Servants of the Word to impart spiritual vision to
those who in turn influence more than two thousand
members of these two national movements.

* Abyong Calo and Peter Legaspi, together with three
more Servants of the Word brothers, led a month-long
men’s household during the past summer. Eighteen
other university students received training to become
radical disciples of the Lord and leaders of CYA.

* Christ’s Youth in Action held its Fourth National
Youth Festival in Malaybalay, Bukidnon, gathering
more than three hundred members. Raoul Roncal,
National Director of CYA, exhorted the participants to
unceasingly evangelize and live “Kay Kristo Buong
Buhay Habambuhay” (For Christ, our whole life, for
the rest of our life).

* Jim Orbe and Joseph Piquero finished the requirements
for their MA degrees in Religious Education from the
Ateneo de Manila University last summer.

Europe

* Doug Smith (Charis, Belfast) worked with Youth
Initiatives (Y]) staff who took cross-community groups
to Bronx, New York, to do summer projects with the
Franciscans, and to Romania to build houses with
Habitat for Humanity. Y1 also participated in Urban
Soul Dublin, doing street and environmental projects.
Additionally, in Belfast we ran three summer schemes
with over 120 young people and a camp for fifty.

News From Around the Xorld

* Jamie Treadwell (Antioch, London) and Dave
Quintana (Charis, Belfast) were involved in the
Dublin household and outreach projects in July.
Jamie penned an article in Youthwork magazine
last month describing the project: “Students Learn
Service Leadership in Urban Monasteries.”

* Martin Steinbereithner (Charis, Belfast) led a mission
group to Uganda.

* Bruce Yocum (Charis, Belfast) was the featured
speaker at a summer conference in Poland.

Latin America

* Luis Manuel Bravo (Jésed, Monterrey) led a
formation house of eighteen men from Ciudad de
Dios (The City of God) Community (Managua,
Nicaragua) for six weeks. The young men received
leadership training and helped lead a conference for
various youth groups in Nicaragua. They also led a
Life in the Spirit seminar for high school students.

* David Mijares (Jésed, Monterrey), along with Gary
Sacharski (Word of Life, Ann Arbor) led a temporary
household in San José, Costa Rica, for Servants of
the Word affiliates in Central America. Our affiliates,
plus more six young men, participated. Three of the
Costa Rican guests became new affiliates.

* David Mijares and Luis Arce led another temporary
household in Cali, Colombia, for the communities in
South America. Seventeen young men participated
in this event. At the end of it, a student form Cali and
another one from Quito decided to become affiliates.

* Fernando Ayala (Jésed, Monterrey) led a formation
household for high school-aged young men and a
retreat for young men interested in getting to know
more about The Servants of the Word. He traveled
to Mexicali to give youth leadership training. In
Monterrey, he led a junior high boys camp and
finished the summer leading a mission trip to San
Miguel de Allende, where the team served in an
orphanage.
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- WE APPRECIATE YOUR HELP N\

The Servants of the Word gets its support through the financial earnings of the brothers as well as by do-
nations from our benefactors. Many of our brothers work for sacrificial wages or for no pay at all. Please
consider if you can become a financial sponsor of The Servants of the Word. Your prayers and support are appreci-
ated in our work with young people and our community development work.

THE SERVANTS OF THE WORD
P.O. Box 7087 * Ann Arbor, Michigan 48107 « U.S.A. * Tel: (734) 475-3550
www.servantsoftheword.org
ALL DONATIONS TO THE SERVANTS OF THE WORD ARE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE IN THE UNITED STATES AND
MAY BE GIFT-AIDED IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.
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