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Martin Steinbereithner:
Missionary and Visionary

As I'sit in my office on the first floor of our house in Belfast, and the
smells of roasted almonds, cinnamon, and apple crumble coming from
the kitchen tell me that Martin is home from one of his many trips.
Raised in Vienna, Austria, Martin excels in gourmet cooking, just one
of the many talents that he uses to bless those around him. One would
be hard-pressed to find a more cultured brother, and his ability to adapt
to and fit into new cultures serves him well as he works with communi-
ties from Moscow to Poland, from Beirut to Belgium, from Belfast to
Uganda.

Having Martin home is a rarity (and a blessing) for the brothers here at
Martin on mission in Uganda. 23 Wellington Park. His work as Director for Mission Development in
Europe and the Middle East keeps him away for more than half of the
year. Martin wears many hats: academic with a PhD in Organizational Studies, mission director, community
builder, and teacher. He also is an informal advisor to many in the region who work in Kairos and university
outreaches. Through all of these roles, however, Martin boldly and faithfully lives his identity as a Servant of
the Word, challenging others to meet and respond to God and showing by his life that the Lord lives.

Martin combines a tangible love for those most immediately around him with a deep concern and care for the
sufferings of the world at large. This concern for the needs of others leads Martin to a life of intercession and
hope rather than to despair. Many will remember Lenten-Prayer-Watches and 24-hour prayer times that have
happened in our communities on his inspiration. He’s regularly the brother who lets us know what’s happen-
ing outside our circles, whether it’s renewed racial violence in Africa, or a corrupt election somewhere that has
sparked riots, or a natural disaster that has left thousands homeless in southeast Asia. Martin’s heart is broad
enough to include the millions suffering around the world in his wider family, yet grounded enough to love his
closest neighbors as himself.

Continued on page 2




Beloved family and friends,
A very merry and holy Christmas to all of you from The Servants of the Word!

In this season, we are pondering in awe the mystery of the Word of God made flesh.
Jesus, the True Light that enlightens every man and woman, has broken into the
darkness of our world to set us free from sin and death, and to make known to us

the infinite depths of God’s love. This Light shines even in the deepest darkness of
our world, and the world’s darkness has not — and never will — overcome it.

Even as The Servants of the Word rejoice in these sublime eternal truths, we are
also filled with joy in the very personal experience of God’s love and mercy toward
b us in this past year. We have seen his continued blessing on our mission, and we
. have tasted the goodness of his never-failing care for us in ways too many to enumerate here. We have rejoiced
to see young men in different parts of the world showing serious interest in investigating our way of life, and
during the past year we have sought to accommodate this interest through various “temporary households” —
short-term opportunities for young men to live with us and to learn more about our life and mission — in many
places, including: Mexicali (Mexico), St. Paul (Minnesota), San José (Costa Rica), Beirut (Lebanon), Cali
(Colombia), and San Pedro Sula (Honduras).

We count you, our families and friends, among the many manifestations of God’s infinite love for us! We pray
that his abundant blessing may be poured out upon each of you in this season, and that you may know his love
more profoundly than ever in the coming year. 4

In Christ, the Light of the World,

Jesus, the True Light,
has broken into the darkness.

Martin Steinbereithner, continued from page 1

As a missionary, Martin travels regularly to Uganda, where he’s involved in building and fostering a connection
that has been growing between the Sword of the Spirit and a charismatic community in Kampala named
Emmaus. The trips that he’s led there over the last few years have inspired the community in Kampala, and just
as significantly, have lit a missionary fire in the hearts
of many of the young men and women from the Sword
of the Spirit in Europe. Martin’s ability to communicate
his zeal for the Lord and mission is made concrete as he
balances vision and fervor with reality (putting flesh on
fantastic ideas) and asking the all-important question,
“Great! Now what do we need to do to make this
happen?”

Martin has a great vision for the advancing of God’s
kingdom on earth, but he never leaves that vision in a
vacuum. He stirs the same vision in others, and then he
fearlessly goes about the real work of making that vision
a reality. 4

Martin with leaders from City on a Hill — Brian Shell
community in Poland.
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Blessings Abound for
Well-Traveled Jake Yap

I enjoy teaching theology full-time at the Loyola School of Theology in Quezon City,
in the Philippines. One perk is that we don’t offer classes during our summer months of
April and May; consequently, in the last few years I have been able to be a “traveling
missionary,” albeit for only two months in a year.

Almost right after Easter last April, | flew to Indonesia to give a retreat to about 80
Indonesian youth leaders. We were on the island of Bali (ehem!/), and it’s as fabulous as
many people say (I mean the retreat, of course). My talks had to be translated into Bahasa
Indonesia, so some of my jokes fell flat.

From Indonesia I flew for my second visit to India. I rode trains, planes, automobiles,
and auto-rickshaws. While the country remains as fascinating as when I had first visited
— with its masala (mix) of faces, languages, costumes, scents and colors — I was now able
to take in stride its frenetic traffic, population density, and appalling poverty. | have great
admiration for the people’s industry, warmth and hospitality, their capacity for arduous
labor, and their religiosity. The Christian communities in the places I visited (Bangalore,
Mumbai, Pune, and Vasai) welcomed me as a brother and friend, and showed much
appreciation for what I was able to offer them. It was indeed both uplifting and humbling
to be listened to with such rapt attention, to be honored with what were often the best
rooms and best meals.

At some point in my three-week sojourn in India, my voice began to get hoarse and a bad
cold threatened. (It must have been all the yakking and yakking, or better, yapping and
yapping.) But by God’s grace and much love from Indian brothers and sisters, I completed the last part of my stay there reasonably
well and in good health: in Vasai, northwest of Mumbai, I gave nine talks to about 150 leaders of four communities.

At the beginning of May I went to the Dominican Republic, and then to the United States. Santo Domingo, the capital of the
Dominican Republic, resembles parts of Manila — there are many similarities between its zona colonial and our Intramuros — and its
famed Caribbean beaches are not unlike our own Philippine beaches. But I was not there for sightseeing: about 280 senior leaders
and top youth workers from our association of lay communities worldwide attended the second “Sword of the Spirit International
Coordinators’ Meeting.” For me it was a time for being reunited with brother-coordinators whom I had known from my time in
Europe as well as from the U.S. and Asia. Also, imagine this: 280 men gathered in bilingual prayer and worship, in sessions that
fed the heart and mind. There were repeated calls to renewed zeal in evangelization, in passing the faith to the next generation,

in building lay communities of committed love and service. In many ways, that international conference was the highlight of my
summer.

After Santo Domingo, I spent more than a week in Michigan, where The Servants of the Word originated and where we have our
Brotherhood Center amidst acres of forest and swampland. That was by far the most relaxing part of my summer. One can spot deer
and turkey lurking behind tree or under bramble, and at night the silence is so complete as to be alarming: Have I become deaf?

May was a very busy month for The Servants of the Word in Manila; all this time our brothers had been leading youth camps, live-in
“households,” leadership training among parish youth, and practical service at the Anawim Home for the Aged. Our final event for
the summer was a National Training Conference on the island of Cebu. We had almost 100 young people in attendance, all leaders
of the two nationwide movements supervised by The Servants of the Word (one movement for college-age youth and another for
single, working young people). Sustained youth work depends so much on trained youth leaders, hence the necessarily immense
effort we put into imparting to the latter our vision for mature Christian spirituality and for effective and strategic ministry.

The good thing about a summer such as the one I just had was that after all the running around, living out of a suitcase for weeks

at a stretch, taking 20 airplane rides and using the same shirts and socks over and over until they’re worn out from all the washing,

I most certainly looked forward to settling down again. It was a relief to be able to clean out my room, clean our house, and settle
into another year of living the regular life of a Servant of the Word with my brothers — co-servants and co-warriors all. Another year
of teaching at the Loyola School of Theology beckoned. I’'m thankful for those two months of serving God’s people beyond the
confines of the classroom: Indonesia, India, and Cebu had become my lecture rooms. For that and for so many other blessings,

I praise God. 4k

— Jake Yap
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The Twelfth Man

In a football game there are eleven men on the field,
playing to win. The twelfth man, however, is often the
key to victory. Normally, the “twelfth man” refers to
the fans in the stands. In The Servants of the Word, we
think of our twelfth man as our houses, the homes we
live in.

Moreover the Lorp declares to you that the Lorp will
build you a house.(2 Samuel 7:11)

David was one of the pre-eminent servants of the

Lord — a man after the Lord’s own heart. In his desire
to serve the Lord he decided to build a temple for the
Lord’s glory to dwell in. I am sure David’s desire to
build a house for the Lord was a godly one. However,

it was God’s intention to go beyond this and instead to
build David a house. It is that “house” — the royal house
of David — that became the human lineage of Jesus
Christ, whom God sent not just as a King of Israel but
the King of Kings and Savior of the world.

In The Servants of the Word, we too have experienced
the Lord building our house . . . not just by adding
brothers to our number, but by actually providing us
with homes to use for the mission he has given us.
Most recently, the Lord led us to our house in Lansing.
In 2003 it became clear to us that the house we had
there was not right for our needs. It lacked adequate
hospitality space for hosting events for youth work,
families, and university students whom we serve in our
mission. Moreover, there was no place for these guests
and visitors to park when they came, and the din and
racket from over-indulging students who lived nearby
often went on late into the night.

Eighteen months ago we found the right house: 1225
Weber Drive. After some remodeling, our new home, in
some ways, has become a mission center for our work
in central Michigan. We converted an attached garage

into a large meeting room. This space now hosts our
high school boys meetings every other Thursday,

and the house has enough nooks and crannies for
them to break down into at least six discussion
groups. Monday nights we host the Work of Christ
Community’s formation program. Tuesdays see those
doing a GAP year with Kairos come over for their
training session. Our university outreach work makes
regular use of the entire social space: the meeting
room, kitchen, dining room, and living room. Party on!
(Oh, and staff meetings too....)

Seven bedrooms provide enough space for us brothers
and a guest room as well, which is regularly in use.
But it’s our several bathrooms that are the real test of
character — pink ceramic tile was in style in 1956, and
we’ve kept it as a test of manly character.

With ten men living in our house we needed a kitchen
spacious enough for all of us to make breakfast

at the same time (without needing a professional
choreographer to make that possible). So, we
converted the house’s three-seasons porch into our
kitchen.

At the heart of our life in The Servants of the Word is
prayer. Mornings, evenings, and nighttime you will
find us gathered together to pray the psalms, intercede,
and give thanks to the Lord. Our large prayer room
enables us to regularly have men who don’t live with
us join us for morning and night prayers.

Our brothers are the best resources we have in
fulfilling the mission the Lord has given us as

The Servants of the Word. However, we have also
experienced the Lord blessing us with a twelfth man —
the houses he provides for us. 4

— Michael Shaughnessy
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( WE APPRECIATE YOUR HELP N\

The Servants of the Word gets its support through the financial earnings of the brothers as well as by do-
nations from our benefactors. Many of our brothers work for sacrificial wages or for no pay at all. Please
consider if you can become a financial sponsor of The Servants of the Word. Your prayers and support are appreci-
ated in our work with young people and our community development work.

THE SERVANTS OF THE WORD
P.O. Box 7087 * Ann Arbor, Michigan 48107 « U.S.A. ¢ Tel: (734) 475-3550
www.servantsoftheword.org
ALL DONATIONS TO THE SERVANTS OF THE WORD ARE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE IN THE UNITED STATES AND
MAY BE GIFT-AIDED IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.
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