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Christmas 2010

On the Move Throughout Europe
Mission Household Experiences Many Successes

Three thousand eight hundred and forty-four miles is a long way. Indeed, it’s just about the length of road needed to get from
Belfast in Northern Ireland to Astara in Iran, or from Anchorage in Alaska to Miami in Florida. Criss-crossing Europe you
learn to keep your lights on during the day when driving in Poland, bring 70 cents to use the toilet in Germany, and always
stop for a croissant, not a “pain au chocolat” from a sleepy café in France (the croissants are baked in smaller batches so
they’re warmer — at least they were in Dunkerque). These vagaries of the road have been the lot of the brothers in the first
“mission household” of The Servants of the Word in Europe. For the past three months, from September to December, Dave
Quintana, Anthony Eid, and Tadhg Lynch have been travelling, living, and serving throughout the European Region of the
Sword of the Spirit — with a couple of extra stops along the way.

The aims of the mission household are manifold, but chief among them is an effort to better serve those communities of the
Sword of the Spirit in Europe that don’t have a permanent Servants of the Word household; to be available to reach out to
more young men from around the continent; and to grow and develop connections and relationships with various non-Sword
of the Spirit mission partners. We three brothers have lived household life in Scotland, England, Poland, and Germany, and
have passed through Holland, Belgium, France, Austria, and the CzechRepublic on our way to living with about 40 young
men in varying different situations and accommodations. Plans for the coming year are to add many more miles to our Ford
Focus across the roads of Ireland, Belgium, and London — with further possibilities in Spain and beyond.

Glasgow
During the month of September we ran two households in the city of Glasgow. While living with ten young men we helped
out with the launch of the local University Christian Outreach chapter, running evangelistic coffee stalls and motoring up
and down to London for student mission training. Speaking at community meetings and men’s evenings, teaching courses,
and helping out in any way possible took up much of our time with the community. Life in Scotland also enabled us to
connect with the local Youth With A Mission (YWAM) Celtic Prayer
Community in Paisley and visit the 24/7 International Prayer Conference in
Edinburgh, one hundred years after the famous World Mission Conference
of 1910 had brought about a new initiative in ecumenism.

The mission household brought the life and
mission of The Servants of the Word into the
heart of the European Region — embodying
our desire to be the brotherhood of the
Sword of the Spirit.

Poland

Throughout our time in Poland, the three of us ran two temporary
households for young men from our base with the City on a Hill community
in Bielsko-Biata. Youth retreats for young men, Fan into Flame retreats with
students, and separate visits to Vienna and Prague were a part of our efforts
in Poland. Although none of us could speak Polish, the good will of the
brothers and sisters in the community and the common language of those
who call on the name of Christ ensured that our time was a great success.

Dave Quintana reading scripture
Continued on page 2 during a Lord’s Day celebration.



Beloved family and friends,

We in The Servants of the Word wish you a very joyful Christmas, and we
pray for the grace of our God to be upon you throughout the coming year.
Once again, we ponder in awe the mystery of this wonderful feast: the King of
Kings and Lord of Lords, the Maker of heaven and earth, God Almighty, has
taken flesh and become a man, so that men and women of flesh might become
true sons and daughters of God. Let us rejoice, and give him thanks!

As we approach the end of 2010, we recognize that it has been yet another
grace-filled year for us, in so many ways. We are especially grateful for the
addition of two excellent men to the ranks of our committed brothers: Michi

Schoberl, from Germany, and Luis Alejandro Arce, from Costa Rica. We are also very happy with an
experiment that we are attempting in Europe this year with a highly mobile expression of our household
life, as three of our brothers, Dave Quintana (United States), Tadhg Lynch (Ireland), and Anthony Eid
(Lebanon), are living together “on the move from month to month,” in order to work closely with young
people and with our Sword of the Spirit communities of families in Scotland, Poland, Germany, Ireland,

Belgium, and England.

We remain profoundly grateful for you, our loved ones — our families, our friends, our faithful supporters.

We thank God for you, and we pray that he may bless you richly! 4

In Christ the Incarnate Son,

I

John Keating

On The Move, continued from page 1

Germany

While visiting Brot des Lebens (Bread of Life), our Sword of the Spirit
community in Munich, we also spent a significant amount of time with another
ecumenical community based around the YMCA hotel and youth work in
Munich city center. While participating in a two-week evangelistic program
named “Faithlift,” we were able to take to the streets and give our testimonies
at coffee stalls, evangelistic rallies, and worship times in the beautiful parks of
Munich. We also shared life and fellowship with a team of about 30 volunteers
who joined our “household” at the YMCA hotel.

The mission household brought the life and mission of The Servants of the
Word into the heart of the European Region — embodying our desire to be the
brotherhood of the Sword of the Spirit. As always, what we brothers found
among our communities as we travelled was great joy in the Holy Spirit at the
life God has called us to live with others and the blessing it is to be a part of a
community of disciples on mission. Please pray for us in the coming year as
we continue our travels. 4

—Q, Anthony, and Tadhg
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The team arrives back in London
after many action-packed weeks.



Enlarging Our Home and Our Hearts!
An Update from Monterrey, Mexico

We Servants of the Word in Monterrey, Mexico, have just finished building a new house on our property here.

I still cannot believe it! I knew we needed more space given our growing number of brothers from all over the
Latin American region, but we had few options that would really work well for our common life together. By the
grace of God, we were able to build what I would call a beautiful “casita” (small house) next to our main house.
But in reality it is not as small as I had envisioned. The new house has two floors, with four rooms on the upper
floor, two of which will be used for office space and library, one bathroom with two showers, and one linen
closet. On the ground floor we have a small living and meeting room, a half-bathroom, a fully-equipped kitchen,
and two rooms for optional bedrooms or office space. Also adjoining the two rooms is a full bathroom, well-
equipped and handicap-accessible—I suppose I should thank the brothers for always thinking of me, their oldest
brother! Finally, (and this is my favorite thing), we have included three outdoor sheds where we store our garden
machinery as well as all the youth work items in regular use.

As you might be guessing, we have grown in numbers and continue to grow at a fast pace. Currently we have 15
brothers in our household, plus occasional guests. We rank in ages from 55 (guess who?) to 23 years old, and we
represent 7 different countries (USA, Mexico, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Ecuador, and Brazil). Outside
of our house and within the Latin American region, we have a growing set of brothers who are also affiliated

to The Servants of the Word. Many of them see our household in Monterrey on the horizon as they continue to
look into our brotherhood life.

We are also growing older and hopefully wiser, and to be honest, what are blessings to one may be a challenge
to another. The growth in numbers may mean different things: more gifts at God’s disposal, more hungry men
surrounding the dinner table, more noise, less peace and quiet. I have a written note on my bulletin board that
reads “just for today,” and it is followed by a prayer for that given day. It was written by a holy man who decided
to serve and love his God and his fellowmen, and who was acutely aware of his limitations. With sober and ritual
ceremony I read and digest the prayer upon waking and try to recall it during the day—applying it especially

Continued on page 4
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Enlarging Our Home, continued from page 3

when I jolt from my desk at the noise of yet another broken garden lampshade caused by a dear brother’s soccer
ball! And, you know what? Mixed with my own very meager effort, this seems to keep me going, fighting the
good fight of faith, daily!

We are grateful for God’s good gifts to us materially, and we count it a privilege that he has favored us in such
a way. But most importantly, we recognize that the real gift of grace is receiving such a score of good men who
desire to have the Lord as their all.

For these past 16 years of my life in Monterrey, we have been praying daily: “May the Lord give to us Servants
of the Word, may he give to us many more Servants of the Word, may he give to us many more holy Servants of
the Word.”

Thank you, Father, for hearing our prayer. I especially thank you for personally enlarging my heart, and in this
way making room for the great gift of men whom you send to us and who wish to follow you as your disciples
and live as The Servants of the Word.

Thank you all for your prayers too. May God who is our all be praised and thanked in all we do. May we
continue to serve him until the end, living “just for today.” 4

—Pepe Vasquez

- WE APPRECIATE YOUR HELP ~\

The Servants of the Word gets its support through the financial earnings of the brothers as well as by do-
nations from our benefactors. Many of our brothers work for sacrificial wages or for no pay at all. Please
consider if you can become a financial sponsor of The Servants of the Word. Your prayers and support are appreci-
ated in our work with young people and our community development work.

THE SERVANTS OF THE WORD
P.O. Box 7087 ¢ Ann Arbor, Michigan 48107 « U.S.A. ¢ Tel: (734) 475-3550
www.servantsoftheword.org

ALL DONATIONS TO THE SERVANTS OF THE WORD ARE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE IN THE UNITED STATES AND
MAY BE GIFT-AIDED IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.

. J
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