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Vulnerable: A condition in which an adult is unable to protect himself or herself from abuse, neglect, or exploitation because of a mental or physical impairment or advanced age.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The definition of “vulnerable” comes from the Michigan Health and Human Services website: https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/adult-child-serv/abuse-neglect/adult-ps/content] 


Introduction 
Although The Servants of the Word does not include working with vulnerable adults as one of its stated ministries, we acknowledge that adults may be at risk of, or suffer neglect or abuse in various forms. 
 
Members of the Servants of the Word may have some interactions with vulnerable adults in various contexts, including (but not limited to): 
1. Sword of the Spirit community life (e.g. events or personal relationships)
2. Involvement in activities related to our service or mission
3. Relating to their own family members. 
 
In all interactions with vulnerable adults, brothers will follow the code of conduct and behavior below.
 
Definition: A vulnerable adult: 
1. is 18 years old or over; 
and 
2. has a special need for care or support because of because of a mental or physical impairment or advanced age; 
and 
3. is experiencing or is at risk of experiencing abuse or neglect; 
and 
4. as a result of his or her need, is unable to protect himself or herself from either the risk or experience of abuse or neglect. 
 
Code of conduct and behaviour: When dealing with a vulnerable adult, brothers will always: 
1. Treat that person with respect and dignity; 
2. Except where emergency circumstances may require immediate action, ensure that any physical contact is respectful of the person’s understanding of and capacity for such interactions;
3. Avoid any demeaning, discriminatory, exploitative, sexualised, or aggressive language or behaviour; 
4. Maintain a state of vigilance and report any safeguarding concerns, including concerns about people who may pose a risk to a vulnerable adult. 

