Senses During the Assembly of Elders Meeting
August 20, 2024


GOD’S CALL TO US HAS NOT CHANGED

Luisma: I have a number of senses as I was praying. The first one is “the Lord have a plan for us, that He has called us to be His servants and that has not changed. Nothing. We are still called to be servants. His servants, the Sword of the Spirit servants, this people’s servants and our brothers’ servants. You have been called to be Servants of the Word. This is the fundamental call that He has not changed and He will not change and that He is with us.” 

UNITY

Luisma: The other thing is that he wants to remind us that He has destroyed evil, that He is strongest, that He is our God and that He is on our side and that He is our strength. The other is about unity. It came to my mind the cord of three is difficult to destroy to tear apart. And the Lord wants us to be the man. We are sharing right now about the brothers, sharing yesterday, we are just one cord, we have brothers who have suffered, who have different situations. And as we remained together,  the Lord will give us the way to fulfill our mission. The image of the one man again came to my mind. One man as a Servant of the Word, our gift, our weaknesses, in that one man. That’s why we suffer, we are happy, we are joyful just as a one man. The Lord wants us to be united.

David: Philippians 2. Every time I begin to hear that passage, I say there it comes again, a well known and very well meditated passage. But I hear the Lord speaking to me and to us all… I was struck with what Noel said about being of one accord, being of one mind and also the Lord wanting us to value, appreciate and be conscious of the reality that we have among us of being united. It has not been the case throughout all our history in the Servants of the Word but I was able to thank the Lord and appreciate the level of unity of mind and our work together and how that is really a sign of God among us and sign of his love and just presence and favor of God for us – not only as Elders but as Servant of the Word.  “Therefore, if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ” – encouragement that comes from our unity with Christ.  “Any comfort from his love” – you know there are many ways of translating those verses “any comfort that we receive of knowing ourselves loved personally and corporately.  “If any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind.”
To summarize, God wanting us to appreciate and continue to value and fight for this common mind.

Q: Galatians 6, “Bear one another’s burdens.” I was also reminded of an experience a few years ago of entering a church and seeing the cross and the Lord saying to me, “Are you still in? I told you so. What did you expect?”  I think there is something in this season of, again choosing the cross, choosing to follow the Lord, and caring bear one another’s burdens.






FEAR NOT, TAKE COURAGE AND WAIT ON THE LORD

Jim: Psalm 31:24 Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait for the Lord!

Jopeng: From 27. Wait on the Lord. Wait on Him

Luis: Haggai 2:3-9 ‘Who is left among you that saw this house in its former glory? How do you see it now? Is it not in your sight as nothing? Yet now take courage, O Zerub′babel, says the Lord; take courage, O Joshua, son of Jeho′zadak, the high priest; take courage, all you people of the land, says the Lord; work, for I am with you, says the Lord of hosts, according to the promise that I made you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit abides among you; fear not. For thus says the Lord of hosts: Once again, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with splendor, says the Lord of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the Lord of hosts. The latter splendor of this house shall be greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts; and in this place I will give prosperity, says the Lord of hosts.’”   I really experience the Lord this sense that this God is the god of restoration, that He is with us. And especially this words, “Take courage, I am with you, my spirit abides among you. Fear not” 

Jim: Similar to what Luisma shared, I was reminded of 1Peter 4:12-13 “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal which comes upon you to prove you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice in so far as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.”


THE LORD PROMISING TO RENEW AND RESTORE US

Jim: I thought of the words from the prophet Ezekiel gives me an encouragement and I believe it will also give us encouragement of the promise of the Lord of giving us a new spirit. From Ezekiel says, “I will sprinkle clean water upon you, to cleanse you from all your impurities, and from all your idols, I will cleanse you. I will give you a new heart and place a new spirit within you, taking from your bodies stony hearts and giving you natural hearts. I will put my spirit within you and make you live by my statutes careful to observe my decrees. And you shall live in the land I gave to your ancestors. You shall be my people and I will be your God.” You are very familiar with this. The context is the promise of God to give his people the Holy Spirit. But in light of what we are going through, I will take this as an encouragement from the Lord to us of the promise that He will rekindle, He will renew, He will restore us by giving us a fresh outpouring of his Holy Spirit and for many of us who have experienced pain and hurt and suffering and even stone in our hearts, He will remove it, cleanse it, purify it, that we may be able to live the call that He has given us to live as Servants, to live the Covenant that He has given us, to be brothers among us, among ourselves, to be brothers among the wider Sword of the Spirit. This is an encouragement for me and I believe it is also an encouragement for us.

Jopeng: From John 15. The Lord seems to be saying, “there is a season of pruning and a season of bearing fruit.” And the Lord says and encourages us: the season of pruning will be followed by a season of greater fruitfulness – for I am faithful to you, and I have not and will not abandon you. A season of pruning is followed by a season of great fruitfulness.


THE LORD INVITING US TO ABIDE IN HIM

Q: And at the heart of that passage (John 15), the Lord says, “Abide in me. Abide in me.”

Luis: “Give me your heart and come to me” I think this is a confirmation from the Lord that he wants us to come to Him and He wants to give us love 

RELYING ON THE LORD

Luisma: Psalm 23

Richard: There is a sentence in the Parable of the Prodigal Son that has been in my mind a lot that relates to what Q said about “abide in me.” Its what the Fathers says to the older brother. It says “son you are always with me, all that I have is yours.” I sense the Lord speaking to me and speaks it to us in the Servants of the Word. A bit like the older brother, we can work a bit too hard, trying too hard. “Son you are always with me and all that I have is yours”

Angel: I have this conviction that God is a good father to us. And also the thing that came to my mind is “if you bad fathers give good things, what can we expect of a good father” And He is giving us his love, merciful love. He wants us to experience God in a different way, in a more profound way, that we can find him with his fatherly love like a father that gives medicine to his son that is sick. The kid doesn’t want the medicine because it tastes bad or ugly, but He is a good father to us and he is with us.

Nico: Mark 10:26-27 “And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be saved?” The sense I have from God is: Look to me. Look to me for all things in me are possible. Look to me and look to my Son. For in God all things are possible

Tadhg: I don’t offer this as a word from the Lord. But when Jopeng suggested we start with a time of thanksgiving, this really came back to me. We sing a children’s song in our community. It’s a bit trite but I found, in the most difficult part of the year that the Lord really spoke to me through this and it’s about thanksgiving, about remembering what God has done: “I like to think about the goodness of the Lord He gives me everything I need and so much more. I just wanna lift my heart. And say that I love Him I just wanna lift my voice in praise. And I want to be Thankful. I want to be Grateful. I wanna to remember everything that the Lord has done. I want to be I want to be”.
And the word the Lord has spoken to me that I heard again today: “Want to be the things that you are not and desire the things that you currently don’t experience. And to trust that He will give them in His time.” His word to me is “if I do not feel like I can do it, desire it, seek the desire from him to be the things I know that I should be”.

Noel: Quoted 1King 19:1-8. The Lord says, my sons and my servants take the food that I give to you, eat and drink the food that I give to you for the journey is too great for you. My sons and my servants take the food and the water that give to you. Eat and drink.




GIVING ALL TO GOD

David: I have sense of God loving us, calling us to radical faith, radical faith to the ideal that God himself has given us, radical faith to the blessed life that the Lord has given us.

Noel: Philippians 3: “But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.”
I just sense Lord wanting to remind us that the very thing for which we have forsaken all is that we would have him and him alone, reminding us of that gift. 


Richard: Not to us o Lord, not to us. But to your name give glory.







